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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKING 
GROUP HELD BY TEAMS ON MONDAY, 19 APRIL 2021 

 
PRESENT 
County Councillor I McIntosh (Chair) 
 
County Councillors D O Evans, H Hulme and M J Jones 
County Councillor D Selby [Scrutiny Committee Observer] 
 
 

1.  APOLOGIES  

 
Apologies for absence were received from County Councillors P Davies, H Lewis 
and R Williams 

 

2.  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING  

 
The Chair was authorised to sign the minutes of the meeting on 10 December 
2020 as a correct record. 

 

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
County Councillor D. Selby, Scrutiny Committee observer, declared an interest in 
Item 4, as he is a member of Newtown Town Council and has been involved in 
the development of the Plan. 

 

4.  OUTCOMES OF CONSULTATION ON NEWTOWN PLACE PLAN  

 
The Working Group considered the report regarding the responses received 
during the consultation on the Newtown Place Plan and the further work relating 
to this.   
 
The Working Group noted the responses and that of the 17 representations, four 
advised they had no further comments.  Primarily, the responses were in respect 
of local issues, which Newtown Town Council would need to consider.  From a 
County Council perspective, the main issues were the comments regarding land 
allocations and those made by Natural England regarding the impact on the 
River Severn.  In respect of the land allocations, the Council will need to explain 
or defend the basis of the land allocations in the current Local Development Plan 
[LDP] or how these will be addressed in LDP2.   The Planning Policy Officer 
advised that consultation with the Council’s Ecologist would be undertaken in 
order to assist in providing a response to Natural England’s comments. 
 
It was moved and seconded to delegate to Officers to take the amended Place 
Plan to the Cabinet meeting in mid June for adoption as Supplementary Planning 
Guidance [SPG], without it being considered again by the Working Group. 
 

RESOLVED Reason for decision 

That it be delegated to Officers to 
take the amended Place Plan to 
the Cabinet meeting in mid June 
for adoption as Supplementary 

To help ensure the Place Plan is 
adopted within the most 
appropriate timescale and in the 
knowledge that this is a 
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Planning Guidance [SPG], without 
bringing it back in the interim for 
the further attention of the 
Working Group. 

supplementary guidance 
document which must not seek to 
apply policy beyond that found in 
the over-arching LDP. 

 
  

5.  SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING GUIDANCE [SPG]  

 
The Working Group was reminded that the two Supplementary Planning 
Guidances [SPGs] were agreed in March 2020, taking into account the changes 
arising from the consultation.  The April 2021 versions have been updated to 
reflect Planning Policy Wales [PPW] 11th Edition 2021 and the Future Wales - the 
National Plan 2040.  Both SPGs are recommended for submission to Cabinet for 
adoption. 

 
5.1. Historic Environment SPG  

 
The Working Group noted the changes to the SPG since it was previously 
considered and also the changes to reflect notifications of new/amended listings 
and de-listings over the past year. 
 
The Working Group noted that the Statutory Register of Historic Parks and 
Gardens is due for publication and may need to be reflected in the SPG prior to 
consideration by Cabinet. 
 

THE WORKING GROUP 
RECOMMENDED TO THE 
CABINET 

Reason for recommendation 

The approval of the 
Supplementary Planning 
Guidance for Historic 
Environment. 

To meet the commitment and 
programme for Supplementary 
Planning Guidance preparation in 
the adopted Powys LDP. 

 
 
5.2. Archaeology SPG  

 
The Working Group noted the changes to the SPG. 
 

THE WORKING GROUP 
RECOMMENDED TO THE 
CABINET 

Reason for recommendation 

The approval of the 
Supplementary Planning 
Guidance for Archaeology. 
 

To meet the commitment and 
programme for Supplementary 
Planning Guidance preparation in 
the adopted Powys LDP. 

 
 

6.  SHROPSHIRE / POWYS STATEMENT OF COMMON GROUND FOR 
SHROPSHIRE LDP REVIEW  

 
The Working Group considered the Statement of Common Ground (SoCG), 
which has been produced to support Shropshire Council’s Local Plan Review. 
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Within the English Planning system, Councils have to fulfil a Duty to Cooperate 
requirement and the SoCG sets out how Shropshire Council has engaged with 
Powys County Council. 
 
Such documents usually refer to minerals and waste matters.  However, in 
respect of the engagement with Shropshire County Council other areas of 
common interest have been identified such as Offa’s Dyke and River 
Catchments.  As a result of circulating the document to officers and members, an 
issue was raised by a member regarding the River Severn catchment and the 
work being proposed to protect Shrewsbury from possible flooding.  The 
Principal Planning Officer – Planning Policy reported that he had discussed this 
with officers in Shropshire County Council.  He advised that there are no 
proposals regarding this in the LDP review, but if proposals are brought forward, 
they would be consulted on, in the appropriate way.  He advised that he was 
therefore content with the proposed wording in respect of River Catchments. 
 
In response to a question regarding highways matters, such as the Pant bypass 
and the improvements sought on the Welshpool – Shrewsbury road, the Principal 
Planning Officer – Planning Policy advised that this would be covered by the 
cross boundary infrastructure proposals, which will be subject to appropriate 
cross boundary discussions, including any through the Planning Application 
process. 
 
The Working Group considered that the relevant Director should sign the SoCG. 
 

RESOLVED  Reason for decision 

That the Statement of Common 
Ground (SoCG) between 
Shropshire County Council and 
Powys County Council be 
approved and signed by the 
relevant Director. 

To complete the SoCG. 

 
 

7.  UPDATES  

 
The Working Group received a presentation on Annual Monitoring Reports 
(AMRs).   
 
The Working Group noted that it is a requirement in the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (Section 76) and LDP Regulation 37 that a Local 
Planning Authority [LPA] must publish and submit to Welsh Government an 
Annual Monitoring Report (AMR) in respect of a Local Development Plan.  The 
AMR explains whether the LDP’s objectives are being achieved or not.  An AMR 
should be recorded in the first full financial year from 1 April to 31 March 
following adoption of the LDP and must be approved by the LPA and submitted 
to Welsh Government by 31 October of the respective year. 
 
As the Powys LDP was adopted on 17 April 2018, the first AMR was due for the 
year 2019-20 [the first full financial year] for publication in October 2020.  
However, the Welsh Government removed the requirement for such submissions 
due to Covid 19.  The Council must now publish and submit an AMR in respect 
of 2020-21 in October 2021. 
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The Working Group noted the scope of the AMR and that although an AMR has 
not been required over the last two years, monitoring has been ongoing.  Officers 
indicated that they would consider how the data captured and analysed to date, 
is reflected in the AMR. 
 
Principal Planning Officer – Planning Policy advised that the timing of the next 
Working Group meeting would be reviewed to ensure that the draft AMR can be 
considered prior to consideration by Cabinet, to ensure that final AMR is 
submitted to Welsh Government by 31 October 2021.  The Working Group also 
noted that LPAs are required to review LDPs at intervals of no longer than 4 
years from the date of adoption.  Officers advised that a review would need to 
commence by July 2022. 
 
A copy of the presentation would be emailed to the Working Group. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

County Councillor I McIntosh (Chair) 


